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Synopsis

With cost-conscious clients scrutinizing legal bills, lawyers cannot afford to depend on expensive
legal research databases, especially when reliable free resources are available. Internet Legal
Research on a Budget will help you quickly find the best free or low-cost resources online and use
them for your research needs. The authors share the top websites, apps, blogs, Twitter feeds, and
crowdsourced resources that will save you time, money, and frustration during the research

process.
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Customer Reviews

Hooray. Please make available online as the subject matter by nature is constantly subject to

update.

Internet Legal Research on a Budget is a resource guide aimed toward lawyers. As a result, it made
for slow reading by this librarian. That being said, | think the book will be very useful to my office and
will definitely suggest it to newer associates who still think everything is out there on the Internet for

free. The authors are very qualified to write a book on this topic, as both have been lawyers and are



now law librarians. My biggest peeve with the book was that frequently the explanation of a website
feature and the illustration of the same feature ended up being on different pages.The book is
divided into sections by type of research. The categories are General Research, Legal Portals and
Directories, Case Law Databases, Bar Association Free member-Benefit Databases, Researching
Legislation, Additional Research Sources, and Checking Your Research. Within each part are
chapters discussing specific aspects of the broader topics. Besides Internet sites for research, there
is also a chapter describing some of the many apps available for legal research. This is a great
addition, as attorneys are using mobile devices more frequently and want information at their
fingertips. The authors do a good job of showing how to search any website that has quirks, and the
illustrations are very helpful. | like the breakdown into topics and subparts, and | think the authors
have done a good job of explaining the pros and cons of each website.The biggest drawback to the
book is that itAfA¢A a -A 4&,¢s in print, and the Internet changes so rapidly that the book was
almost out of date when it was published. The authors do give dates for some of the websites
shown, acknowledging that there may be changes by the time someone reads the book. The other
drawback was the positioning of the illustrations and text, although that seemed to be confined to
the first half of the book.I think that this book would be especially good for law school and public law
library collections. It would be very helpful for a solo attorney, or a student doing legal research, as
those individuals may not have access to a law library or law librarian quickly. IAfA¢A & -A a,¢m
going to recommend it to some of my associates, and will definitely be suggesting it to summer

associates.

| am the director of a Law Library who has a large clientele of solo lawyers and self-represented
people. This is an excellent resource to help them identify resources that let them get the most for
their research dollars. | highly recommend this title for public law library collections and for attorneys

who want to make the most of their time and resources.

In my role on the board of the publications committee of the American Bar Association, | had the
chance to watch this book as it developed. From the earliest stages, the amount of content and the
high quality of the resources was extraordinary. The final book does not disappoint. | highly
recommend this book to anyone who is looking to find out the myriad tools available online for legal

research.
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